THIN DATS Ijf LONDON
ized by wealth, or effeminate with ease, they possess unsullied
the chivalry of Britons. Now I have thought : why cannot
these men be united ? Why cannot their sympathies, so
easily blunted, be deepened by being based on principles ?
Cannot these human feelings be the foundation of ideas ? ?1
This is an illuminating document. It would be easy to
sneer at its youthful optimism and fine fervour, but it reveals
a zeal for political progress and a real hope in political ideal-
ism. It was a get-together call to the c unsullied chivalry * of
youth. Why should not youth of goodwill unite against the
forces of privilege and reaction ?
Shortly after MacDonald's arrival in London, he deter-
mined to join some advanced political society. The Fabian
Society seemed nearest to his point of view in its general
policy. Although the first tenet of its creed runs : e The
Fabian Society consists of Socialists,' yet it holds out its hand
to any member of any party. Its work is mainly educational;
it has intellectual prestige ; it is engaged in persistent political
propaganda and believes that converts can be made by
insidious permeation of Liberals and Progressives rather than
by demanding, as a preliminary, the renunciation of party
loyalties. This attitude of divided allegiance has had various
results. On the one hand, many Liberals have found the
Fabian Society a convenient stepping-stone to the acceptance
of independent Socialism ; but, on the other hand. Labour
candidates fully endorsed by the Labour Party have found
themselves opposed at Parliamentary and other elections by
members of the Fabian Society. The anomaly arose through
both competing candidates being members of the Labour
Party, A notorious case of this kind occurred in Glasgow
some years ago, when a fully endorsed Labour candidate
found himself opposed at an important election by a prominent
Liberal, Sir Daniel Stevenson, who was a prominent member
of the Glasgow Fabian Society, and, therefore, through affilia-
tion, a member of the Labour Party. This case was brought
up at the Annual Conference of the Labour Party, but the
anomaly was condoned on the principle that the intellectual,
social, and financial contributions of the Fabians to the Labour
Party outweighed the trifling irregularity.
1 A7m% 31 July 1924.
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